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Guidance and Counseling 

The district recognizes that guidance and counseling is an essential part of the total program of 

instruction provided to students. The district also recognizes that parents/guardians are the 

primary care providers for students. The overriding themes of the program will be leadership, 

advocacy, and collaboration. School counseling programs will be an integral part of students’ 

daily educational environment and school counselors should be partners in student achievement. 

All guidance and counseling will be conducted in accordance with federal and state laws and 

regulations, district policies and procedures, and available staff, and program support.  

Two important purposes of the guidance and counseling program are to assist students to achieve 

their greatest educational potential and to bring students and parents/guardians together in a 

climate conducive to resolving issues.  

More specific purposes of the guidance and counseling programs are to:  

A. Assist teachers, administrators, and parent/guardians in meeting the academic, social, 

emotional, and career needs of students.  

B. Provide staff with meaningful information that can be utilized to improve the educational 

services offered to individual students.  

C. Assist students and parents/guardians/custodians in developing a greater understanding of 

the students' aptitude, abilities, interests, attitudes, and development as related to 

educational and career planning, school progress, and social development.  

D. Aid students and parents/guardians/custodians in identifying options and services in order 

to make choices about the students' educational and/or special programs. Assist students 

in their transition between grade levels.  

E. Provide students with opportunities to develop future career and educational plans.  

F. Refer parents/guardians/custodians of students who have or may have additional needs to 

appropriate specialists and/or agencies when advisable.  

G. Encourage feedback from students, staff, and parents/guardians/custodians for purposes 

of program improvements.  

H. Conduct an annual post-secondary follow-up of previous years graduated students to 

determine their post-secondary educational and/or career choice.  

I. Assist students in developing a sense of belonging.  

J. Provide individual and/or group counseling for students when requested by the student, 

parent/guardian or staff. As appropriate, the counselor and student may establish, review, 

and modify steps necessary to correct and/or improve the situation. When counseling 

involves a school-related issue, the student may meet with the counselor to assess the 

situation. When counseling involves a non-school related issue, the student may meet 

with the counselor as long as necessary in an effort to assist the student in evaluating the 

situation.  

When the student will not discuss the issue(s) with parent/guardian, or when further 

support is needed, the counselor should urge the minor student to consult with significant 

relatives, family friend, family ministry, family physician, or family therapist if available. 

If it is determined that a planned course of action is necessary regarding an issue, the 

counselor, working with the student and appropriate administrator, and using professional 



Page 2 of 3 

Nine Mile Falls School District  Procedure 2140P 

judgment, should contact the parent/guardian in order to proceed unless governed by 

federal or state law or if extenuating circumstances exist.  

The factors to be considered by the counselor in using his/her professional judgment 

regarding contacting the parent/guardian about a proposed course of action will include, 

but not be limited to, the nature of the academic problem, the potential harm to the 

student, or other appropriate factors. In general, counselors should only consult with 

parent/guardian of an emancipated or adult student with the student’s permission.  

K.  Provide referral to off-campus agencies by counselors, parent/guardian, and students. 

Counselors will only refer the services of off-campus agencies to students (under 13 

years of age) with parent/ guardian consent, except when potential life-threatening 

circumstances occur. In cases of referring students 13 years of age and over to off campus 

agencies, the counselor will generally obtain parent/guardian consent, except when 

circumstances warrant otherwise.  

The mission of the school counseling program is:  

Academic Development  

A. Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and skills contributing to effective learning 

in school and across the lifespan;  

B. Students will complete school with the academic preparation essential to choose from a 

wide range of substantial career and college options;  

C. Students will understand the relationship of academics to the world of work and to life at 

home and in the community.  

Career Development  

A. Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to knowledge 

of self and to make informed career decisions;  

B. Students will employ strategies to achieve future career goals with success and 

satisfaction; and  

C. Students will understand the relationship between personal qualities, education, training 

and the world of work.  

Personal and Social Development  

A. Students will acquire the knowledge, attitudes and interpersonal skills to help them 

understand and respect self and others;  

B. Students will make decisions, set goals and take necessary actions to achieve goals; and 

C. Students will understand personal safety skills.  

The district’s guidance and counseling program will also;  

A. Assist families in learning about resources at the school and in the community;  

B. Assist teachers in creating a strong learning environment and in imparting to students the 

relevance of academics;  
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C. Assist administrators in aligning counseling with the school’s academic mission and 

providing data to evaluate student progress; and  

D. Assist community members in providing opportunities for students to explore and 

become involved as contributing members of their community 
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